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Art Unit: 1772 

DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings were received on September 16, 2004. These drawings are accepted by the 
Examiner. 

Claim Rejections '35 use §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 - 4, 6, 7, 9 - 1 1, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Van Cleef (USPN 2,248,317). 

Van Cleef discloses a note-taking device, a sticker packet used for price tags (Page 1, 
Column 2, lines 16-18), comprising a writing sheet, or a pad of writing sheets, (Page 1, Colxmm 
2, line 3) having generally flat front and rear surface (Figure 2), and upper and lower edges 
(Figure 1), said front surface is adapted for the creation of notes (Page 1, Column 2, lines 16 - 
18); a layer of releasable pressure sensitive adhesive over a portion of said rear surface 
proximate said upper edge thereof (Figure 1, #10 - the layers attached at the upper edge by the 
adhesive and along the length of each sheet due to the whole back surface being coated with 
adhesive), said layer being adapted for respositionable attachment to said page of textural 
material (Page 2, Column 1, lines 1 - 4); and a locator tab having a front tab surface and a rear 
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tab surface (Figure 1, #13), said locator tab is integrally attached to the upper edge of said 
writing sheet (Figure 1), wherein the rear and front tab surfaces of said locator tab being void of 
pressure sensitive adhesive thereon (Figure 1, #15 - due to the attachment of the hoiland paper), 
whereby said locator tab is adapted to protrude beyond the outer edge of said page when 
repositionably attached thereto (Figure 1 - the sheet may be attached to any surface Page 1, 
Colunm 2, lines 5 - 7) as in claims 1 and 9. With regard to claim 2, the note-taking devices are 
repositionably attached together along the upper edge thereof via said layer of releasable 
pressure sensitive adhesive in order to for a pad (Figures 1 and 2 - the layers attached at the 
upper edge by the adhesive and along the length of each sheet due to the whole back surface 
being coated with adhesive), wherein the rear surface of each said note-taking device lies 
adjacent the front surface of another said note-taking device there below (Figures 1 and 2). As in 
claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 1 1, 13 and 14, the writing sheet is an integrally formed piece of material 
(Figures 1 and 2) chosen from paper (Page 1, Column 2, lines 23 - 24) that is generally 
rectangular in shape (Page 1, Column 2, lines 24) with a locator tab having a generally frusto- 
circular shape (Figures 1 and 2, #13). 

4. Claims 1 - 3, 5 - 7, 9, 10 and 12 - 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mertens (USPN 5,366,776). 

Mertens discloses a note-taking device comprising a writing sheet (Figure 1, #1 1), or a 
pad of writing sheets (Figure 1, #10), having generally flat front and rear surface (Figure 1, #12 
and 13), and upper and lower edges (Figure 1), said front surface is adapted for the creation of 
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notes (Column 4, lines 10 - 1 1); a layer of releasable pressure sensitive adhesive over a portion 
of said rear surface proximate said upper edge thereof (Column 2, lines 15-20; the layers 
attached at the upper edge by the adhesive and along the length of each sheet due to the whole 
back surface being coated with adhesive), said layer being adapted for respositionable 
attachment to said page of textural material (Column 1, lines 5 - 1 1); and a locator tab having a 
front tab surface and a rear tab surface (Figure 1, #18), said locator tab is integrally attached to 
the upper edge of said writing sheet (Column 2, lines 61 - 62), wherein the rear and front tab 
surfaces of said locator tab being void of pressure sensitive adhesive thereon (Column 2, lines 65 
- 66), whereby said locator tab is adapted to protrude beyond the outer edge of said page when 
repositionably attached thereto (Column 4, lines 1 1 - 14) as in claims 1 and 9. With regard to 
claim 2, the note-taking devices are repositionably attached together along the upper edge thereof 
via said layer of releasable pressure sensitive adhesive in order to for a pad (Column 2, lines 15 - 
20; the layers attached at the upper edge by the adhesive and along the length of each sheet due 
to the whole back surface being coated with adhesive), wherein the rear surface of each said 
note-taking device lies adjacent the front surface of another said note-taking device there below 
(Figures 1 - 6). As in claims 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 12, 13 and 14, the writing sheet is an integrally 
formed piece of material (Column 2, lines 62 - 63) chosen from paper or a flexible polymer 
(Column 2, lines 35 - 36) that is generally rectangular in shape (Figures 1-4) with a locator tab 
disposed substantially at the central portion of said upper edge (Figure 1, #18). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 8 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mertens 
(USPN ,366,776) in view of Ung et al. (USPGPub 2003/0178837). 

Mertens discloses a note-taking device comprising a writing sheet (Figure 1, #1 1), or a 
pad of writing sheets (Figure 1, #10), having generally flat front and rear surface (Figure 1, #12 
and 13), and upper and lower edges (Figure 1), said front surface is adapted for the creation of 
notes (Column 4, lines 10-11); a- layer of releasable pressure sensitive adhesive over a portion 
of said rear surface proximate said upper edge thereof (Colunm 2, lines 15-20; the layers 
attached at the upper edge by the adhesive and along the length of each sheet due to the whole 
back surface being coated with adhesive), said layer being adapted for respositionable 
attachment to said page of textural material (Column 1, lines 5-11); and a locator tab having a 
front tab surface and a rear tab surface (Figure 1, #18), said locator tab is integrally attached to 
the upper edge of said writing sheet (Column 2, Unes 61 - 62), wherein the rear and front tab 
surfaces of said locator tab being void of pressure sensitive adhesive thereon (Column 2, lines 65 
- 66), whereby said locator tab is adapted to protrude beyond the outer edge of said page when 
repositionably attached thereto (Column 4, lines 1 1 - 14). However, Mertens fails to disclose the 
front surface of said writing sheet having permanent indicia printed thereon. 
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Ung et al. teach repositionably adherent note sheets (Page 1, Paragraph 0003) that has 
permanent indicia printed thereon (Page 2, Paragraph 0051) for the purpose of providing a sheet 
of material that allows notes to be taken on text in a document and allowing the document to be 
returned to its previous state (Page 1, Paragraph 0007). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's 
invention was made to have provided the notes with pemianent indicia thereon in Mertens in 
order to provide a sheet of material that allows notes to be taken on text in a document and 
allowing the document to be retumed to its previous state as taught by Ung et al. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Nordmeyer whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1496. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 7:00-4:30 & altemate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfixl, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Y. Pyon can be reached on (571) 272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Patricia L. Nordmeyer 

Examiner 

Art Unit 1772 




